
MINUIES

of the

COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

February 21, 2020

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII. WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA O MAUl BUILDING.
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2020, BEGINNING AT 9:02 A.M., WITH
CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Maul County Council regular Council meeting
please come to order. It is February 21, 2020, Friday, 9:02 a.m.

Mr. Clerk.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND

CHAIR ALICE L LEE.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, and my greeting to you this morning, just in case this weekend you decide
to go to Bolivia for the weekend. You could greet the people there with the words boa,
I mean, excuse me, buen dia, buen dia. Buen dia in Bolivian.

Okay, well off to a great start. Let's see everybody's present, no absent, no excused.
We have a quorum to proceed. And, opening remarks will be provided by Member
Tasha Kama.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Tasha Kama.



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
February 21, 2020
Page 2

CHAIR LEE: Thank you very much. Now, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, before we proceed with today's agenda, may I please request that
everyone silence their cellphones or other noisemaking devices. Decorum in this
chamber shall be maintained at all times.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JAMES G.M. KRUEGER: Madam Chair, proceeding with
testimony on the condolent resolution. We have not received any requests to testify
on the condolent resolution. Shall, shall we proceed with the presentation of the
condolent resolution.

CHAIR LEE: Are there any objections?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR LEE: If not, please proceed.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, proceeding with the condolent resolution.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION

NO. 20-16

EXTENDING CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY

OF THE LATE JANET "JAN" MILLER DAPITAN

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Yuki Lei Sugimura.
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COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair.

I'D LIKE TO TAKE THE HONOR AND PRIVILEGE OF HAVING

THIS RESOLUTION BOTH BE PRESENTED WITH MYSELF

AND MR. RIKI HOKAMA. SO AT THIS MOMENT, MADAM
CHAIR, I MOVE TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED RESOLUTION
ENTITLED "EXTENDING CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF

THE LATE JAN DAPITAN".

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA:

SECOND.

CHAIR LEE: It's been moved and seconded to adopt the resolution "EXTENDING
CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF THE LATE JANET 'JAN' MILLER DAPITAN".

Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. May I please request that the Clerk read the
resolution in its entirety.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

(The resolution was read in its entiiety.)

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Well done. Thank you. Thank you. Chair. As the
resolution describes, Jan Dapitan was truly a person who's spirit was and is now
forever inten/voven into the fabric of Maui County. She may have been born in
Alabama, but for the last five plus decades of her life she lived on Maui, and our
communities are all better for it.

Jan was a leader Including over on Oahu at Kamehameha Schools even before she
got to Maui, and a fixture at the Department of Parks and Recreation. But her impacts
on Maui, the place she chose to make her home went far beyond the jobs she had.
She cared about our kids, and she cared about the environment.

One of the things that made Jan special was that her caring wasn't just idle, she acted.
Maui County still benefits from those actions forever, from the Maui Youth Theatre
Program that she created, to her role in developing the first ever Hawaii Environmental
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Court. Jan's life work will never be forgotten. We as a community are just as lucky
she found her way to Maui in 1966. It is my honor to be able to present this resolution
to, in her remembrance, and Members I ask for your full support. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Any other comments.

Mr. Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you very much. Madam Chairman. You know, for, for
me, I can tell you it has been an honor and privilege to know Jan Dapitan. Gosh, in a
sense, I could say I knew her from the end of the last century, to the beginning of this
century.

You know, pretty much 40 years I know of this lady and I can tell you that Maui Nui is
better for it. We're cleaner, we're beautiful, more beautiful. We have a sense of
malama much better because of individuals like Jan Dapitan who unswervingly stayed
true to the course in her direction and her beliefs. And, you know, I believe that
Ms. Dapitan was a great role model for our younger people because she, for me,
exhibited traits that I find very honorable and something worthy to emulate. And those
was a dedication to her cause.

She was so dedicated, and with that dedication, with her internal fortitude, her
perseverance to grow through trying times never wavered. And I find that to be such
a great example, and the dignity of how she held herself during those troubled times.
She maintained her composure, she was again true to her message and her mission,
and she was able to achieve.

And for that I am truly grateful, not only for us here in this chamber this morning, but I
can tell you even for our people on Lanai, we are grateful because her efforts also
helped keep Maui Nui a better place. So I thank you for allowing me this time.
Chairman.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any other comments?

Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you. Chair. And thank you to my colleagues for bringing
this resolution forward. Jan was, to me she was the, equate her with the founding of
Community Work Day, and so she's to me the mother of all beach cleanups, of all
highway cleanups of, of the, the Maui version of Keep America Beautiful, which she
founded for our State.
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And I wanted to read, I found a handwritten note that she had written to me last May,
a few months before she passed and it was really, it was to me but it was really to the,
the, I'm just going to read the first paragraph because it was to the Council. And she
said "Thank you for your work on the County budget 2020. It reflects support for many
of the issues I worked for, and a forward look for Maui, Molokai, Lanai, and
Kahoolawe."

And so you know, she followed what we were doing and she, she came out, the last
time I saw her was at a, an Outdoor Circle meeting and she told me she came out just
to see me, that was like one of the most flattering things was because we had a real
comradery around recycling. But I really cherish the memory of not just what she did
for Maui, but of who Jan was and how deeply she was connected to everything good
on Maui. And so thank you for bringing this forward and giving us a chance to honor
her and to thank her family for sharing her with Maui.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Mr. Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you. Madam Chair. I want to also extend my
condolences to, to the family of Jan. She was just, she defined what commitment, hard
work, and aloha Is all about. And when you think about environment, you still think
about Jan as one of the leaders in our community to help preserve the environment
and maintain the cultural aspects of it as well.

One particular project that I was very fond of that Jan spearheaded was the restoration
of the Old Maui High School campus. And it made a lot of folks, a lot of alumni very,
very happy and, and she put in so many hours. And she wasn't even a graduate from
the school, but yet she put in the hours, and she gave so much of her time to that. So
on behalf of many Maui High School alumni, we extend our aloha and love to Jan.
Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Are there any more comments? If not, all those in favor of adopting the
resolution for the late Jan Dapitan, please say "aye".

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS HOKAMA, KAMA, KING,
MOLINA, PALTIN, SINENCI, SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR LEE.
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CHAIR LEE: Opposed, nay.

NOES: NONE.

CHAIR LEE: Motion carries.

So at this time, Mr. Clerk, we'd like the present the resolution and some lels.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Madam Chairman.

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: I, if we may, on behalf of Ms. Sugimura and myself, and other
Members of our Council, would ask if you'd allow us to invite representatives of Jan's
family to come forward to the podium and meet the Members as well as receive the
resolution.

CHAIR LEE: Of course. Can we as the members of the, Jan's family to please come to the
podium.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: So, thank you. I'd like to welcome Jan's son, KalanI as
well his wife Janice to the podium. Members, please join us.

MR. KALANI DAPITAN: Councllmembers, thank you for honoring my mom, a community
leader. Without the support of Council and the efforts that you guys have put out, her
endeavors would have never taken shape. So I, I, on behalf of the family, thank you
for, for your support.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, for the record RESOLUTION 20-16.

Proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items. We have established
limited Interactive communication that enables Individuals from Hana, Lanal, and
Molokai, to provide testimony from our District Offices.

Individuals who wish to offer testimony from Hana, Lanal, and Molokai, should now
sign up with District Office staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the chamber,
please sign up at the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber
door. Testimony at all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agenda.
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When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Hana Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first testifier.

CHAIR LEE: Mavis, are you there?

MS. MAVIS OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Aloha, this is Mavis from the Hana Office. There is
nobody here to testify.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Lanai Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first
testifier.

MS. DENISE FERNANDEZ: Good morning. Chair. This is Denise at the Lanai Office and
there are no testifiers.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Denise.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Molokai Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first
testifier.

MS. ZHANTELL LIN DO: Aloha, Chair. Our first testifier, we have six testifiers and our first
testifier is Jay Anderson on Bill 22.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Zhantell.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. JAY ANDERSON ftestifvina on Bill No. 22 (2020)1:

Yes, aloha, my name is Jay Anderson. My family owns one of the three, three six-acre
ag lots on the West End of Molokai, that have Short-Term Rental permits. My family
is a kamaaina family. This is our family home. We do not have a mortgage, and we've
never made a profit from rentals. All income goes to workers, utilities, taxes, and other
expenses related to the rentals.

So, I thought the spirit of the law, the reason for the SUP conditional permit was to
encourage homeowners to do something productive with their large parcels of land.
Something that's also beneficial to the community.
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Because the Molokai Community Plan calls for resort development, we thought renting
our property on a short-term basis would be beneficial. So less than three years ago
we applied for an SUP and the STRH permit and the Molokai Planning Commission
approved our Special Use Permit, and the Maui Planning Department consequently
approved our Short-Term Rental Home permit. By the way, we did not spend $350 to
get this permit, my father spent in excess of $10,000 for permit applications, consulting
fees, adjusted back taxes, etc.

Why are we all of a sudden the bad guys? We were encouraged to get permits less
than three years ago, only to be chastised now. The STRH permit reapplication is a,
a manisterial process, magisterial, excuse me. We did all the things we were supposed
to do. None of the things we were not supposed to do. Obtaining a permit renewal for
one year should have not only been possible, but simple. If we can make this program
more beneficial to the community, please tell us how. Attach more conditions. Make
us pay heftier fees to support more rigorous enforcement.

If you are going to indeed eliminate all of the STRH's as well as the jobs that they
create, at least give us a twelve month amortization period to honor our contractual
agreements and to allow all of the local people that work at these properties a chance
to adjust and find employment elsewhere.

If you continue on this path of job destruction, what government jobs you going to bring
to Molokai. Are you aware of how few jobs there are from Hoolehua to Maunaloa, and
Kalua Koi.

Just recently Coffees of Hawaii closed their cafe and now their gift shop. And as of
January 31, Maunaloa General Store closed due to decreased customer traffic. There
is now nowhere in Maunaloa Town or the West End to buy diapers, baby food,
groceries. And as of April 1, the Trump Administration is going to dramatically cut food
assistance to almost 700,000 people. This is going to have an impact on Molokai.

I've heard people testify that there are no statistics to prove that the STRH's provide
jobs. Well they do, and our tax returns show this. Just moments after our, our, just
last month our cleaners made 1400, that's just one month in just our home alone.

CHAIR LEE: Excuse me, can you conclude your testimony please.

MR. ANDERSON: Okay, let me just read the last thing here.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.
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MR. ANDERSON: Honestly when I took on the responsibility of maintaining our house and
preparing for renters over and over I was saying to myself, why are we doing this. But
it's become a privilege because we are limited to four adults in our home, we usually
have just a husband and a wife. Some of them have stayed with us ten to twelve times
and we're close friends. They are humble, they're extremely appreciative and they
tread lightly, spend lots of money, and go home.

Thank you, aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Can we have our next testifier.

Oh, I'm sorry, Ms. Sugimura you have a question for the testifier.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yeah, thank you, thank you, Mr. Jamison /s/c/for testifying.
And I just wanted you to explain what you mean by amortization.

MR. ANDERSON: Well that's the, that's the, I guess, sort of legal term for when you have to
wind down the, in other words if, if these STRH permits are eliminated, then ours runs
out at the end of April, this April, and there's been some talk of that's it, pau, and you
have to call everybody that's bought their tickets to come stay at your house, paid you
half their deposit, and tell them stay home, In which case we might end up in small
claims court, having to pay their air fare, etc., etc. So that, that, the amortization period
Is kind of the wind down, closing your rental operation.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Okay, thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Any more questions.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: If not, thank you. Next testifier. Zhantell, can we have the next testifier please.

MS. LINDO: Yes, our next testifier is Moani Melchor, on Bill 22.

MS. MOANI MELCHOR ftestlfvlna on Bill No. 22 (2020)1:

Aloha, my name is Moani Melchor. I am testifying on Bill 22. I'm a resident of Molokai.
I have been here for, forever, 13 odd jobs meaning yard job, house jobs, school jobs,
any kind of jobs to raise three little girls that have now raised Into adults. They can tell
you that there's not a lot of labor here, there's not a lot of work here. There's not a lot
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of people here, there's not a lot of, everybody is on welfare or on Section 8, or on food
stamps.

Been really hard for me to work and not qualify for that and to, to survive and to make
It through all these years. It's gotten worse from when I was younger cause It's, there's
not as many people here, there's no jobs, there's no pineapple, there's no, there's no
theaters, there's no, no name brands, any, there's no McDonald's nothing here, there's
no street lights.

I'm here because I really need a job to continue. So I am a local understanding the
junkness of too many vacation rentals, but at the same time, I would plead that you
would allow these ones that are approved to continue on and allow us to have some
kind of an income here. Thank you very much.

CHAIR LEE: Are there any questions? Okay, Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Molokal Office, please call your next testlfler.

MS. LINDO: Our next testlfler Is Dayna Harris, on Bill 22.

MS. DAYNA HARRIS ftestlfvlna on Bill No. 22 (2020)1:

HI, I'm Dayna Harris, I'm with Molokal Vacation Properties and I am I guess against
Bill 22, anyway. I am for keeping the 17 homes on Molokal to exist as a compromise
of shutting down to zero. I'm here to advocate for at least 15 employees and
Independent contractors that work for me.

A lot of these people, MoanI happens to be one of them, have two jobs to sustain
themselves and they can't be here to testify. I've got one that cleans two homes, she
works part-time at the school. I got another one does two homes, she has a baby, she
lives at home. I have another one that supplements her social security with a couple,
with a home and a couple of condos. I have yard people, they work the County, they
do the yard. I have another guy works at Panlolo Hale, he does the yard. He's going
to lose his yard, he's going to lose about $2500 In a year because that house will go
long-term.

So I want you guys to be aware of the Income loss on Molokal that could happen if you
shut down these homes. These are just my six. So If you times It by three, there's
probably a good 300,000 out there that will be lost to people. You know, I know two
people that I'm going to have to let go that are part-time In my office. I know these
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cleaners are going to lose a lot of income and will be looking for another job that isn't
here.

So there isn't, the answer isn't just shutting them down. I think we need to have a
better game plan before you shut um down. Cause again we've got people coming
here as far as February 2021. I have not the heart to tell them I can't put them in the
house for a month. Anyway, thank you for listening to me.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions? If not, Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Molokai Office, please call your next testifier.

MS. LINDO: Our next testifier is Cheryl Pritchard, on Bill 22.

MS. CHERYL PRITCHARD ftestifvina on Bill No. 22 f2020)1:

Hi my name is Cheryl Pritchard and I'm testifying on behalf of the zero cap, which I, I
agree for, but having listened to people today I understand that, you know, it's, it's not
always a straightforward answer. And I don't have written testimony today, which is
unusual but the bottom line that I was going to bring in is I'm really concerned for the
carrying capacity on this island of visitors.

And the other question is phasing through the existing places is a conundrum for you
guys to work through. I don't have answers for that. But I'm really against absentee
people not being here and I'm very much in support of Bed and Breakfast people giving
capacity for visitors on this island. And I hope you're able to work out something for
the existing businesses because it is important, yeah. But, if you allow certain
businesses, doesnt that, I don't think, yeah. Thank you for listening to me.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions?

Ms. Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Chair. I just wanted to ask if, for Ms. Pritchard to
clarify what she meant by carrying capacity on the island.

CHAIR LEE: Did you hear the question?

MS. PRITCHARD: Um, yeah, I, I moved here 20 years ago and I moved here from a town
that was overrun, it was a, a, um, an island similar to Molokai. And, we were overrun
by visitors in the form of cruise ships, and the cruise ships, the island population was
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8,000 and the cruise ships would bring in 8,000. Of course when we're speaking about
people just coming and staying in homes, it's um, it's certainly not talking about 8,000.
But the carrying capacity plus providing housing I just see the homelessness rising and
the, the housing going to outsiders, that are stayed in by outsiders. And, and it kind of
leaves no place for the people that live on the island.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you, Chair.

MS. PRITCHARD: Does that make sense?

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Are there any further questions? If not, thank you. May we have-

MS. LINDO: Our next testifier, our next testifier is Liko Wallace, on Bill 22.

MS. LIKO WALLACE rtestifvino on Bill No. 22 (202011:

Aloha, Councilmembers. I have spoken with you on the last reading and I made all my
points at that time. I just feel like it's redundant to say it over and over again. My
concern is that I want homes that is available and affordable for the people that live
here. It breaks my heart listen to those who are, people who live here that have
invested and, you know, have good intentions. But we cannot, you know, limit it to the
good guys and the bad guys, and basically we have those that are away and they just
look at a lot of these homes that they purchase as their profit.

I understand that these short-term rentals do offer jobs to a few people here on the
island. But, I don't know, to me that is not the answer for jobs here. And I know there's
many solutions and ways that we can work forward to looking for ways to make Molokai
a way to bring jobs. I cannot come up with any ideas right now. I have no answers,
but I am in favor of the zero cap. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions?

If not, Mr. Clerk.

MS. LINDO: Our next testifier is Mahina Poepoe, on Bill 22.

MS. MAHINA POEPOE rtestifvino on Bill No. 22 (2020)1:

Hi, this is Mahina Poepoe, I'm testifying for Bill 22. I just really wanted to come by and
say thank you for hearing us and thank you for taking the time to listen to the community
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and to really move this along quickly. It's been sitting for five years and it's been really
frustrating up until this point. So I just really wanted to express my gratitude to you.
It's been a refreshing feeling of seeing you really pick this up and make it move.

I'm asking for you to please follow through with setting the cap at zero. You know, a
lot of the STR's over here are either in ag or rural zoning. A productive use of ag land
would not, would be agriculture and not resort accommodations. We still have
hundreds of condos that will need cleaning, bed and breakfast are available option.
And just going back to our community plan, I'm asking you to really maintain the
integrity and uphold our plan, that in itself was another battle that was a hard fought
win for this community.

In the East End policy statement, for over 30 years, it's been asking for protection from
tourist related accommodations and commercialization in our Manage area. It asks for

the County to not allow pseudo ag uses on ag land, where non-agriculture uses take
over as the primary use and agriculture becomes secondary or tertiary. But from the
community plan, and just asking you to uphold the plan and uphold this, like the tens
of hours and this five year process. You heard a lot of testimony over the past five
years from community members asking for a zero cap. And, yeah, thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Are there any questions for the testifier?

If not, Mr. Chair, Mr. Clerk.

MS. ZHANTELL LINDO rtestifvino on Bill No. 22 f2020)1:

Aloha, Chair. My name is Zhantell Undo, I'm the last testifier here on Molokai and I'm
testifying on my own behalf. I felt encouraged to participate in this testimony today,
aside from supporting the zero cap at the first meeting.

I just wanted to acknowledge that being in this chair and in this seat as a County liaison
in our office, you know for the Council and, and just on this kinds of matters, I've been
able to see clearly the advantages and disadvantages of some of the resolutions and
bills and directions that you guys are taking up. For the most part, I believe that what
we doing with this STRH cap, the intentions of it and the desire to do it is absolutely
awesome and, and in alignment with the community plan.

I, I will say that for a Councilmember, the community plan has to have absolute weight
in the decision-making as we piecemeal individual parts of, you know, affordable
housing, tourism, all those kinds of stuff, our, our Councilmember has to be dedicated
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and committed that our community plan have weight. So the zero cap is absolutely in
alignment with that.

Now, now, in addition to that, I wanted to be able to talk about carrying capacity. Our
island, we, we ... island, there have been several reports from USGS, Department of
Health, all kinds of, of agencies that we paid to say that we don't have enough water
for the current population we have. That we're at maximum for our wastewater sewage
plant. That, you know, and all these things and yet those recommendations and
acknowledgements are never part of our decision-making process when we piecemeal
issues like this.

And so, for me carrying capacity means we need to prioritize taking a look at how many
people can absolutely be sustained for a lifelong term on this island. And until we
figure out that kind of thing, we got to start to manage what we have properly. And if
that means that we have to start by saying we prioritize the people who want to live
here first, and then if we have extra we can offer people to come visit, then I don't think
that that's a good or bad thing, I think it's a morally right decision.

And so, I just want to say that people like Dayna and Jay and, and the people Moani,
they are wonderful, beautiful inclusions to our community. Jay's family has had
historical, like significance to Hawaii in general. And I don't want them to be forgotten
either, so as you deliberate over this, I would like the, ask the departments to be clear
about tax assessment issues, about transitional opportunities for people who have
invested thousands of dollars to do this. I support the zero cap, but I also want our
departments to be on the same page and offer our residents clear and precise direction
and benefits so that they know they're valued as well. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Zhantell. We have a question for you.

Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair. Thank you, Ms. Lindo for your testimony
today. For me, I consider you as somebody that really knows the community and cares
based on, you know, some of the site visits we had on Molokai particularly at the tree.
In what, what you were saying, the direction from the department will, will be exactly
what this legislation is. So my question is, the folks that may be losing an income
within the next year, do you believe that the Molokai community can pull together to
help them so that it isn't a devastating loss.

MS. LINDO: Um, Member Paltin I, I, that's one pretty hard question because I going say no,
on the stance if you looking at Molokai economics and Jobs at current. But on the
cultural standpoint, and, and the optimistic understanding that if we allow Ke Akua's
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plan "A" to happen, and how much aloha based In all of us have always been relevant
on our island, we going thrive no matter what happens to us. And right now, we agree
to participate in one economic, financially economic standard of living and sad to say
that this going be one hard transmission, people going get hurt, people going have to
move, in the end there are those, you going be left with those who just want to live on
Molokai and will do whatever it takes to be here.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN; Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Are there any other questions? If not, thank you, Zhantell.

Mr. Clerk.

MS. LINDO: Mahalo, that was our last.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, thank you.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, we currently have 11 individuals signed up to
testify in the Council chamber. The first person signed up to testify is Scott Seto,
testifying on County Communication 20-142. To be followed by Vicki Belluomini.

MR. SCOTT SETO ftestifvino on Countv Communication No. 20-1421:

Madam Chair Lee and fellow Councilmembers, aloha kakahiaka kakou. Hauoli
poolima, aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

MR. SETO: Happy Aloha Friday. My name is Scott Seto, and I'm here to testify on County
Communications No. 20-142, resolution by Councilwoman Sugimura. My name is
Scott Seto, as mentioned, I'm with the State of Hawaii, Department of Human Services.
I'm with Maul Adult Protective and Community Services, also referred to as APS. I
serve in the capacity as the Administrator for Maui Section office, which also oversees
the program on the islands of Molokai and Lanai, as well as covering the County of
Kalawao as well. I also serve to coordinate the newly formed Maui Elder Justice Team.

You know, we're all aware of the impending so-called silver tsunami of our seniors,
which means the baby boomer era children born between Post World War II era and
up until the early 1960's equates to 10,000 people daily turning 65 within our nation.
This trend of baby boomers is actually anticipated to carryon for the next nine years
until 2029.



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maul
February 21, 2020
Page 16

So with the growth In the senior population, we at Adult Protective Services, just to give
you an Idea, we Investigate allegations of abuse and neglect and exploitation of
vulnerable adults who cannot protect themselves. We need to ameliorate abuse
through civil means, utilizing Family Court to issue protective orders or guardianship in
certain cases. But they have no criminal consequence. These abusers oftentimes go
on to abuse others, seniors as well in our community.

The, nationally, statistics reflect that only one in thirteen cases of elder abuse are
reported to authorities. And even more disheartening, only one in forty-four cases of
financial exploitation is reported. Given cognitive decline, embarrassment, or fear of
retaliation from the perpetrators, the elderly are basically sitting ducks. Where
domestic violence and sexual assault was 30 years ago, this is where the
consciousness of elder abuse is in our country today.

Given these alarming statistics, stronger criminal penalties and prosecution along with
enhanced public messaging is crucial, and essential, and vital in combatting the rise of
elder abusive in the country. Elder abuse is no longer just a civil matter. We can no
longer turn a blind eye to the effects of elder abuse for it leads to depression, isoiation,
health issues. Most elderiies have experienced some form of abuse live much shorter
lives, compared to those who aren't victimized. If the abuser is a family member or a
friend, the effect is much larger and more severe.

So as we continue working collaboratively with the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney,
other agencies in Maui County to develop our Elder Justice Team, we at the
Department of Human Services find it essentiai to fuliy support Councilwoman
Sugimura's resolution. The time has come for ali of us to join together as one voice,
one community, one ohana in sending a clear convincing resounding message that
elder abuse will no longer be tolerated in Maui County.

You know, we owe it to these seniors who have worked so hard all their lives, you
know, and sacrificed so much that they've contributed to the society that we all reap
the benefits from today. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions? If not, thank you very much.

MR. SETO: Mahalo, aloha.

DEPUTE COUNP^ CLERK: The next person signed up in the chambers to testify is Vicki
Belluomini, testifying on County Communication 20-142. To be followed by Deborah
Stone-Walls.
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MS. VICKI BELLUOMINI ftestifvina on County Communication No. 20-1421:

Good morning, Councilmembers. My name is Vicki Belluomini and I work for Maui
County Office on Aging and mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of item
20-142. I am an Aging and Disability Program Specialist and have worked in the area
of the aging for 13 years, both on Maui and on the Big Island. As a designated area
agency on aging under the Older American's Act, one of the things that we're tasked
with is advocacy for seniors. So this is a very important thing for our office and for me
personally.

Basically in those 13 years, I have seen so many seniors lose everything. People that
have worked their entire lives for, for our communities just end up homeless, and it's
heartbreaking. So, basically, this, this resolution I am so grateful for because the, the
bills currently in the Legislature will for the first time make it easier for our Prosecutors
across the State to have an easier time in prosecuting these really terrible crimes. So,
thank you for your consideration in supporting this resolution. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions? If not, thank you.

MS. BELLUOMINI: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person signed up to testify is Deborah Stone-Walls,
testifying on County Communication 20-142. To be followed by Jeffery Temas.

MS. DEBORAH STONE-WALLS ftestifvina on Countv Communication No. 20-1421:

Buen dia.

CHAIR LEE: Same to you.

MS. STONE-WALLS: Thank you, Chair Lee and Members of the County Council for the
opportunity to speak with you today and it's good to see you all again. My name is
Deborah Stone-Walls and I represent the Maui County Office on Aging. I am as stated
providing testimony for resolution, for County Communication 20-142, "URGING THE
STATE LEGISLATURE TO SUPPORT BILLS RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES

AGAINST SENIORS".
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Elder justice is at the core of what our office does. Our mission statement is to promote
and protect the wellbeing of seniors in Maui County. And I did just provide you all with
a copy of our Elder Abuse Awareness book which actually was printed seven years
ago, but it remains very relevant. And the sad thing is, that in, since we printed this
and put it in every home where the Maui News was distributed, we still have cases of
elder abuse.

On my very own staff, one of my staff members was a victim of another County
employee who stole over $200,000 from her.

Another staff member, and I'm going to try not to get emotional, um, two years ago,
one of my current staff members, her mother lived in a care home. Care home operator
kept the family from the mother for six weeks saying you can't see her, she's sick, don't
come, she's sick. When they finally got into the home, they found the mother badly
beaten, bruised, and with a iJedsore this big on her back. So intense they could put
their fist in the sore without touching any flesh. The family at this point is having to
pursue civil, a civil suit against the care home operator, the case management agency.
This is on Oahu, thank goodness it's not here, I don't think it would happen here
because our County Prosecutor's Office, thank you, Don and your Deputies, they're
incredible on Maui County. They bring cases.

But across the State, we really have been pushing, Maui's the first County, last summer
we formed the Maui County Elder Justice Team. And we're the first one in the State
and already now, from last summer to now, we have a bill in, at the State level, so Maui
is very ignited to stop elder abuse. My, my office, has been touched deeply by the fact
that when, when cases aren't, aren't brought to court because of inconsistencies of our
laws, the Prosecutors in the other counties are saying we can't do anything, it's civil.
This is not a civil matter. Elder abuse is not a civil matter, it is a criminal matter and
we very much appreciate your consideration of supporting this resolution. Thank you.
Member Sugimura for bringing it forward. And, thank you very much.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions?

Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you. Chair. Thanks for being here, Ms. Stone-Walls.
That's a deeply disturbing image that I'm going, it's going to take a while to get over
that image but thank you for sharing the importance of this. And I have not seen the
bills but pursuant to our conversation yesterday, is there an age that's described in the
bill as far as who, what age they call, you know, kupuna, the elderly.
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MS. STONE-WALL: Yes, mam. Thank you for that question, Member King. The, the bills
are 60 years of age. The reason it's 60 is because that's the most common age, we,
we had this conversation yesterday, ages are all over the place-

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yes, right.

MS. STONE-WALL: -with seniors. But that is the most common age of our collective service
delivery. It's the lowest age.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, thank you. Appreciate that.

CHAIR LEE: Any more questions? If not, thank you very much for coming.

MS. STONE-WALL: Thank you.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person signed up to testify is Jeffery Temas, testifying
on County Communication 20-142. To be followed by Lewis Littlepage.

DEPUTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY JEFFERY TEMAS ftestifvina on Countv

Communication No. 20-1421:

And good morning. Chair Lee.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

DEPUTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY TEMAS: And Honorable Members of the Maui

County Council. My name is Jeffery Temas, I have been licensed to practice law here
in Hawaii since 1987, and have now entered my fifteenth year as a Maui County Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney. At present, I am in the felony screening division, where cases
are in-taken, to decide whether and what to charge. As part of my duties, I am also
one of two deputies assigned to Maui's Elder Crime Unit, which Prosecutor Don
Guzman created to address what is nationally recognized as an underserved area; the
prosecution of those who prey on our elderly, one of the most vulnerable groups in our
community.

Now, the reason I am here today is to respectfully ask this Honorable body to join
Councilmember Sugimura, Don, myself, and Maui's Elder Crime Unit by passing the
resolution before you, urging members of our Hawaii State Legislature support Senate
Bill 2334 and House Bill 1874.
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The bottom line is this, Maui is taking the lead in combatting elder abuse. Read the
article that might be before you right now from Scott Spallina, he's a Honolulu
prosecutor, career prosecutor, who wrote a glowing article of what Maui, through Don's
leadership, is doing to make Hawaii a safer place for our elders.

The proposals are not so much revolutionary, as evolutionary. What we are asking the
Legislature to do is set the age of 60 as a watermark. If a person commits a certain
financial, property, or violent crime, against a person aged 60 and older, then the
consequences are felony level prosecution. We are asking the Legislature to impose
responsibility based on the victim's age, which we have now in one law that has passed
since, was passed in 2011.

Let's take an example, if today, a 60, 70, or 80 year old went to the post office and
forgot their purse or wallet on a counter, which contained cash exceeding $250 to pay
water, sewer, trash bills, the law would not care about their age. What we would charge
the person who would take advantage of that situation is a Misdemeanor. However,
the new law would give Prosecutors discretion to charge, on that same fact pattern, a
felony, because of the victim's age. We believe that can act as a significant deterrent
to criminals, as under the new law, the possible consequences would be a factor of
five times what our ability to argue regarding incarceration, fines, and probation.

Now criminals talk among themselves; and if we can have this new legislation passed,
criminals will learn committing a crime against a person 60 and older, carries
significantly greater penalties.

By now setting and lowering age, such expands our elders' rights, such as our new law
of the splintered paddle. A statement is being made to the world; this is how Hawaii
protects our growing elderly population.

Now please help Maui snare the sun again to shine on these amendments, to show
what we want, and how we want to protect our, our elders on this beautiful island we
call home.

CHAIR LEE: Can you please conclude.

DEPUTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY TEMAS: I will. For these reasons, I respectfully ask
our Maui County Council to pass the resolution supporting the House and Senate Bills.
If not now, when? If not by us, whom? Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions? If not, oh, Mr. Sinenci.


